WOMEN’s FORUM 
Report from the Chair and Vice-Chair
28.10.2022

In May 2021, the members of the Women’s Forum elected Sylvie Harle from France and myself, Elena Papazoglou from Cyprus, as the Vice Chair and Chair respectively.  Cary Lee Byerley from Antigua has been appointed as our WS Class Committee Representative.

The first months of our term were dedicated to several online meetings on various matters: this led to decide on what we wanted to achieve as a group by the end of our term.   
All information received from the WS Office is regularly forwarded to the WF members in order to keep everybody informed.

In October 2021, during the WF annual Meeting, which was an online meeting, it was decided to suggest the creation of 3 Working Parties.  The Council approved this.

The 3 Working Parties are: 

1.  Increasing female participation in Race Officials (led by Sylvie Harle):
a. In 2022, the group held 5 meetings, during which a lot of discussions were initiated. The Working Party agreed to create an action plan and this was presented at the Women’s forum on October 24th, 2022;

2. Safeguarding women in our sport (led by Fiona Kidd):
· Fiona Kidd (Women’s Forum), Dr. Sophia Papamichalopoulos (WS Medical Commission) and Madeleine Dunn (WS Staff), started to collaborate on the issue
· In August of 2022 (after Maddeleine left), Urvasi Naidoo started work at World Sailing as the Director of Legal and Governance. Vasi is an expert in Safe Sport at both a national and international level and her many years of hands-on experience and knowledge in this area has enabled the issue to quickly move forward;
· 3 streams of work are identified in this area:
· 1. The World Sailing Organization – Staff
· 2. World Sailing Events – including WS Officials
· 3. Our Sport – making sailing a safe sport

3. Maternity and loss of ranking (led by Andrie Kypridemou):
a. This Working Group’s mission focuses on the drafting of some set of rules/ regulation imposing a freeze of ranking for any pregnant woman in competitive sailing so as to encourage women to return to competitive sailing after giving birth;
b. The main axis of the terms of reference have been defined;
c. It was decided to collaborate with different other committees (ROC, classes, Sailor Categorization);

During our meeting on October 24th, Sylvie Harle, Fiona Kidd and Andrie Kypridemou prepared presentations to report about their work and initiate discussions.

Additional to the presentations of the Working Parties we had another three presentations as well:

1. Steering the Course from Catherine Duncan
2. WS Trust from Vicky Low
3. Magenta Project from Andrew Pindar

The last presentation of the day was held by Alexandra Rickham who introduced to the members the scope of EDI (Equity, Diversity and inclusion).

Aiko Saito, from Japan has informed the attendees about a great initiative in Japan, which involves women in universities in the 470 class and how this has grown of the years.

The ambition for the next year is to continue this work in order to reach concrete results by next AGM.

It is obvious that the members of the Women Forum have a common goal: to make the voice of women stronger.

Finally, we would like to thank Nelia Smith for her help, our Vice President Ozlem Akdurak and of course all the Women’s Forum members, whose input is very valuable.


Thank you 
Elena Papazoglou		Sylvie Harle
Chair				Vice Chair

