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4. Candidate Application Form

YOUR PICTURE:

A profile picture is required as part of your application. The picture should be a good quality jpeg image of your head and shoulders  
only (passport style). Please import your photo below to size 35mm x 45mm or send the picture as an attachment at the same time you  
send your completed Candidate Application Form to elections@sailing.org

ARE YOU A CANDIDATE FOR (tick as appropriate) - candidates can run for both President and Vice-President

  PRESIDENT  

  VICE-PRESIDENT

Please return the completed form to elections@sailing.org

CAFs (excluding Part A of Section 4 and Section 6) for all Eligible Candidates shall be published on the World Sailing website –  
www.sailing.org
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Part B: Your application information for publication
Family name

Given name

Gender Male Female

Date of birth

Nationality

Nominating MNA

Nominating for President Vice-President
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Part C: Experience profile
Please detail only the most significant achievements across each of the following areas of sports involvement

SAILING CAREER i.e. sailing achievements
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SAILING ADMINISTRATION i.e. involvement with sailing administration, MNAs, classes, clubs, race officials (on a national/regional Level). It is 
mandatory to declare any positions held in World Sailing MNAs, World Sailing Classes, World Sailing Affiliate Continental Members, World 
Sailing Affiliate Members, Associate Members and Recognized Organisations.
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ROLES WITHIN WORLD SAILING i.e. Committees, Race Official status and involvement with significant World Sailing Events

OTHER SPORTS ADMINISTRATION i.e. involvement with sports other than sailing whether national, regional or international

OTHER Please detail other significant experiences to be included on your profile:
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CANDIDATE GOALS Please type in the box your main goals if elected.  You will also be contacted by the World Sailing Executive 
Office in due course to see if you wish us to publish a manifesto document or video (see Election Rules 3.2 and 3.3).  Do not 
exceed 800 words.
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	Text Field 41: International Judge (1988-2012)
- Participated in regional and international regatta as a member of the jury many times, such as Asian Sailing Championships, Asian Games, OP World Championships, 470 World Championships, Taser World Championships.

Sailing Events (1997-2011)
- Participated in the Dalian to Hong Kong Regatta (Zhuhai to Hong Kong segment) in 1997.
- Participated in the Hong Kong to Sanya offshore race in 1998.
- Participated in the Hong Kong-Macao-Sanya Regatta (Hong Kong to Macao segment) in 1999.

Competed in the Taiwan Strait Cup (offshore) three times as a crew member, and won the cup twice, in 2009 and 2011.
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- A member of the Sailing Organizing Committee of the 1990 Beijing Asian Games  
- Executive Deputy Director of the Sailing Organizing Committee of the 2014 Nanjing Youth Olympic Games
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- Vice President (2006-2008)
- President (2008-2010)
- Vice President (2010-2012)
- ExCo Member (2013-2020)
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- Vice President (2010-2014)
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Chinese Canoe Association
- President (2014-2017)
National Olympic Sports Center - Director General (2017-2022)
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	Text Field 46: Dear Members of the World Sailing Community,
 
As I reflect on my tenure as President of World Sailing, I am filled with immense pride for what we have accomplished together. 
 
Today, I am excited to announce my candidacy for re-election as President of World Sailing. Our mission is not finished. We have laid down solid foundations in Governance, financial and internal stability, Management and Board structure, and now the second half of our task is to continue our journey focusing on growth, innovation, technology, commercialisation, and excellence in sport integrity in the sport we all cherish.
 
The Board and I inherited a very difficult situation which needed firm but delicate management. We have faced great challenges in many areas over the past four years and have worked closely with the Council, Committees, Commissions, Class Associations, and MNAs to tackle both external and internal challenges. Together, we have made tremendous efforts and achieved fruitful results. We listen to our stakeholders holding open and transparent meetings, and in doing so we are paving the way for a brighter future in global sailing development.
 
Together, we have achieved significant milestones, to list a few:
 
 - Managed the challenges of the pandemic.
 - Fixed the internal political strife, strengthened our relationship with the IOC, and fostered a closer World Sailing family.
 - Reached a welcome agreement on governance reform and are on track with the implementation plan. 
 - Regained financial stability.
 - Increased focus on regional development and women's sailing.
 - With very careful management followed IOC’s guidance on complicated and unprecedented international issues.
 - Designed and approved many strategies and policies including The Olympic vision for World Sailing, Para-Inclusive Strategy & enhanced steering the course program. 
 - Developed and conducted a Sustainability Review, as well as published the first-ever annual report. 
 
I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the many people who have been a part of this journey. This term's achievements are notable but could not have been realised without the tireless work of my Board Colleagues, the CEO and his team, members of the Council, Committees, Commissions, the World Sailing International Classes and the co-operation from our MNA and Special Events. 
 
Looking ahead, my vision for the future of World Sailing is to build on the solid foundations we have laid, and continue the transparent way of working with specific focus in the following areas:
 
1. Put Sailors First and Support Regional Development. Sailors are the cornerstone of our sport. We will prioritize their development by more proactive global sailing calendar management & promoting regional growth. By supporting tailored regional development plans we will optimize resource allocation, ensuring necessary support and assistance. We aim to create diverse development channels and share achievements across regions.
 
2. Optimize Relationships to Promote Sustainable Development. Internally, I will continue to advocate the Governance Reform plans, optimizing processes and enhancing efficiency. We will strengthen communication and cooperation with continental organizations, MNAs, and Class Associations to foster unity. Externally, we will enhance collaboration with the IOC, NOCs, and other international sports organizations, actively participating in international sports activities to increase sailing's influence and visibility.
 
3. Promote the Reinstatement of Para sailing at the Paralympic Games. Focusing on equity, diversity & inclusion as well as affordability we will collaborate with relevant organizations to advance sailing for people with disabilities. We will provide necessary support to ensure equal opportunities for
disabled sailors and strengthen ties with Paralympic Committees to promote the return of para sailing to the Paralympic Games from Brisbane 2032.
 
4. Keep a strong focus on gender equity, safeguarding and sport integrity including KPI’s for participation and officials, staying up to date with best practices, and enhancing the representation of women in sailing management, leadership, and decision-making.
 
5. Commercialisation. The fragility is the dependency we have on the IOC income. Management and Board focus will be on ensuring our relevance in the Olympic Movement. In parallel, we will build and enhance the World Sailing brand, expand market channels, develop the sports presentation using innovation and technology. We will invest in research and development, exploring new ways to enhance the sailing experience for our audience. We will formulate diverse marketing plans. In turn this will increase media attention and attract sponsors, driving revenue for regional development. This collaboration with stakeholders, sponsors, and governmental bodies, will give us the best chance to secure the resources needed to elevate our sport to the next level and further support our athletes.
 
Thank you for your continued support and passion for sailing. Under my presidency we have jointly built a strong and cohesive team where relationships are now based on trust; this is crucial for World Sailing’s next development stage. Let’s continue to unite & cultivate a resilience which will ensure we are together on the same boat, sharing responsibilities under one sail, overcoming challenges, and navigating together as our boat sails with stability and speed in the right direction.
 
I look forward to the opportunity to serve you once again as President of World Sailing.
 
Fair winds and following seas,
 
Quanhai Li
President, World Sailing
July 2024
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