


Racing Rules Committee Decisions
This “yellow paper” is a summary of the Decisions and Recommendations made by the Racing Rules Committee on the 2024 Annual Conference Submissions

[bookmark: _Hlk134047379]Decisions 

	001-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Introduction

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Reject

	





	002-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Definition Obstruction

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve

	Rule J2.2(15) needs to be updated as a consequential edit.

See Appendix A of this paper for the final wording of Definition Obstruction as decided by this submission and Submission 033-24.






	003-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Rule 4.5

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve

	





	004-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Rule 5

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve

	





	005-24

		Racing Rules of Sailing
Rules 30.2, 30.3 and 30.4

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Withdrawn

	





	006-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Rule 45

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Reject

	The Committee agrees with the principle, but has concerns about this solution.

If the boat is swept across the finish line by current before recovering the anchor, then the boat complies with the Definition Finish.  The finish cannot be undone in this situation and there is no requirement to sail across the entire finish line.  In addition, the finish line itself is not a mark.






	007-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Rule 60.3(b)

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Reject

	It is for sailing instructions to properly implement the Racing Rules of Sailing, not for the Racing Rules of Sailing to properly implement sailing instructions.

If a protestor finds themselves out of time in the ‘other protests’ situation because of how the sailing instructions are written, the protest committee can still extend the protest time limit for good reason.

The Committee will work on new wording for the next edition.






	008-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Rule 60.5(c)(4)

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve

	Proposal 1: Approve

Proposal 2: Approve. The Committee approves an urgent rule change under Regulation 28.1.2.






	009-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Rules B5 60.3, B5 63.4, B5 63.3

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve with the following amendment

	
For a race of an elimination series that will qualify a kiteboard to compete in a later stage of an event:





	010-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Rules C2.12, C5.7, C7.4(c), C9.2 and D2.6(c)

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve with the following amendment

	
Change rule C2.12 as follows:

Rule 23.1 is changed to:
23.1	If reasonably possible, a boat not racing shall not interfere with a boat that is racing or an umpire boat.

Change rule C5.7 as follows:

A blue or yellow flag or shape displayed by the umpire from an umpire boat means ‘The identified boat has an outstanding penalty.’

Change rule C7.4(c) as follows:

The umpire boat for each match shall display blue or yellow flags or shapes, … [no further changes]

Change rule C9.2 as follows:

A competitor may not base a request for redress on a claim that an action by an official vessel boat was improper. The protest committee may decide to consider giving redress in such circumstances but only if it believes that an official vessel boat, including an umpire vessel boat, may have seriously interfered with a competing boat.

Change rule D2.6(c) as follows:

However, the protest committee may call a hearing to consider redress when it believes that an umpire vessel boat may have seriously interfered with a boat racing.

Change the terminology in rules C2.12, C5.7, C7.4(c), C9.2 and D2.6(c) from ‘umpire boat’ to ‘umpire vessel’.






	011-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Introduction of a new rule in Appendix D

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve with the following amendment

	Proposal 1: Reject

Proposal 2: Approve






	012-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Rule F2 18.1

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve

	





	013-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Rule F2 18

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve with the following amendment

	Proposal 1: Reject

Proposal 2: Approve

Proposal 3: Approve

Proposal 4: Approve.  The Committee approves an urgent rule change under Regulation 28.1.2.






	014-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Rule F2 19

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve with the following amendment

	Proposal 1: Approve

Proposal 2: Reject






	015-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Rule F5 60.5(e)

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Withdrawn

	





	016-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
New Rule J1.2(3)

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Reject

	The Committee supports the principle, but considers that a new proposal dealing with similar phrases in rules 86.2, J1.2(2), J2.2(2), N1.7, and N1.8.






	017-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Sub-title

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Reject

	The Committee considers that the first sentence of rule N1.1 needs to be reviewed as to whether it is still appropriate as a mandatory rule.






	018-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
New Case 

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Reject

	The Committee does not agree that the word “needs” in Definition Room is a qualification on the space needed to round or pass a mark.  

Also, the Case does not consider the room to leave the mark astern.

In preparing a new Case, the Committee encourages the Case Book Working Party not to rely on specific diagrams to explain the concept because, in this area, it is possible to draw many diagrams to complicate interpretations put forward in a Case. 






	019-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
New Case

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Reject

	





	020-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Case 145
	Racing Rules of Sailing
Sub-title

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 
	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve with the following amendment
	Decision: No recommendation

	Amend Question and Answer 1, Example 2 as follows:

Example 2:
The course described in the sailing instructions is around islands and the particular course is described as: Start – Island 1 – Island 2 – Island 3 – Finish. Leave rounding marks Islands 1, 2 and 3 to port.

Delete Question and Answer 2 and re-number accordingly.

Question and Answer 3 must be edited by the Case Book Working Party to ensure consistency with the new Definition Obstruction.

	xxxxx







	021-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
MR Call A1

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve with the following amendment

	
Question 3

Blue is sailing a converging course with Yellow. Blue has adequate room to move away but nevertheless maintains a converging course. At position 2, Blue changes course to a parallel course and the sails of Blue make contact with Yellow. Flag Y is displayed at position 2 and umpires penalise Blue for breaking rule 11. While Blue’s sail is in contact with Yellow, Yellow bears away promptly and there is contact between the hulls. Flag Y is displayed at position 3. What should the call be?

[…]

Rule 16.1 is a limitation on Yellow to allow Blue to continue to fulfil its requirement to keep clear when Yellow changes course. Rule 16.1 can only be broken when Blue is keeping clear before Yellow changed course. In this case, Blue was not keeping clear prior to Yellow changing course; therefore, Yellow did not break rule 16.1.







	022-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
MR Call C3

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve

	





	023-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
MR Call G2

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve with the following amendment

	Question 4

Do the principles in Does the same line of reasoning used in Questions 1 to 3 also apply to boats on opposite tacks?

Answer 4

Yes.






	024-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
TR Call L6

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Reject

	The Committee considers the Call is inconsistent with Case 149.






	025-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
TR Call E8

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve with the following amendment

	
“When B passes head to wind, she becomes overlapped to leeward of Y on the same tack.  Rule 18.2(d)(c) applies and Y is required to give B mark-room, which she does by luffing.”






	026-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
TR Call C6

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Reject

	The Call conflicts with MR Call B15 and may be unnecessary under TR Call F2.

The TRRWP and MRRWP should work on a harmonised call across the disciplines.







	027-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
TR Call E9

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve

	





	033-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Definition Proper Course

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve with the following amendment

	Proposal 1: Approve.  The word “soon” is changed to “quickly”.

Proposal 2: Approve.  The Committee approves an urgent rule change under Regulation 28.1.2.

The Committee approved the amendments to Case 75 shown in Appendix 2.






	034-24
		Racing Rules of Sailing
Definition Obstruction

	Reporting Committee: Racing Rules  
Other Committee: Race Officials 

	Decision: Approve

	Proposal 1: Approve

Proposal 2: Approve.  The Committee approves an urgent rule change under Regulation 28.1.2.








Ana Sanchez del Campo Ferrer
Chair, Racing Rules Committee

Authenticated by email

7 November 2024

APPENDIX A

Obstruction   An obstruction is 

(a)	an object that a boat could not pass without changing course substantially, if she were sailing directly towards it and one of her hull lengths from it;
(b)	an object that can be safely passed on only one side; or
(c)	an object, area, or line that is so designated in a rule.

However, a boat racing is not an obstruction to other boats unless they are required to keep clear of her or, if rule 22 applies, avoid her. 

APPENDIX B

[…]

When S gybed just after position 2, she had not sailed farther from the mark than needed to sail her proper course. Indeed, in the absence of P (the boat ‘referred to’ in the definition Proper Course), S’s proper course might well have been to sail even farther from the mark and higher than she did, so as to make a smoother, faster rounding or and to avoid interference with her wind by being backwinded or blanketed by other boats ahead. Such a course by S is one that many boats choose to sail. It is a reasonable course to choose and as such, the course sailed by S was a proper course. Therefore, S did not break rule 18.4.




