2025 World Sailing Annual Conference 
Day 1 Daily Report

The first day of the 2025 World Sailing Annual Conference in Dun Laoghaire began with an update from World Sailing CEO David Graham and World Sailing President Quanhai Li on the progress this year and future priorities.
The Medical Commission reviewed safety and safeguarding matters, agreeing to maintain the current DSD and Transgender Policy, which is considered inclusive and fair to females, and will continue monitoring developments. The commission supported mandatory safeguarding policies for all MNAs and a proposed amendment to expand policy scope. There was consensus on the need for proactive steps in developing protective equipment and improving injury data input and representation on the Safety Commission for Olympic classes. Upgrades to the Medical Support Plan, specifically for Olympic Classes, were also deemed necessary.
The International Judges Sub-Committee reviewed 2025 education activities, confirmed 2026 seminar locations, and considered new development programmes, including one supporting female officials and those in remote regions. Updates were provided on the Judges Manual, policies, and judging documents. The committee also discussed competition technology and a digital race office. Finally, they completed reviews of first-time and renewal International Judge applications, forwarding recommendations to the Race Officials Committee for final approval.
The International Measurers Sub-Committee reviewed 2025 education plans, including national clinics, international seminars, and new educational modules. They endorsed formal appointments for World Sailing Technical Auditors to ensure consistent, authoritative equipment inspections and reporting. The Sub-Committee also reviewed first-time and renewal International Measurer applications, forwarding recommendations to the Race Officials Committee for final decisions.
The Olympic Classes Sub-Committee met to discuss the progress of upcoming events. 
Entry is now open for the World Sailing Championships Fortaleza 2027 and the 2026 Test Event, with strong participation expected as teams prepare at the venue. The Notice of Race for Gdynia 2027 and its test event will be released soon. Lead-up regattas for the Los Angeles 2028 Olympics have been set, with more details on training opportunities coming later this week. Updates were provided on the bid process for the 2030/31 World Sailing Championships and over 30 upcoming events. Format reports from various boards and boats were delivered, and the World Sailing Board's position was confirmed. These topics were discussed and will be further addressed by the Events Committee this week.
The Interim Director of Events presented on unifying competition technology, aiming for real-time data, automated timing, and improved race operations to boost broadcasts and audience engagement. The Director of Technical and Offshore discussed updates to the Manufacturer Certification System, appointment of technical auditors for Olympic equipment, and ongoing helmet development for foiling athletes, with completion targeted by year-end. The conference will continue event format discussions, seeking a decision before it ends.
There were several items on the agenda which could not be covered in the scheduled meeting window and a further online meeting would be required to complete the agenda, later this month. 
The World Sailing Classes Committee met to discuss governance and regulatory updates. Recent class priorities for 2025-2026 have been organised into working groups, with three out of four group compositions formalised and pending Board approval. The 470 Class raised concerns about Racing Rules of Sailing Committee decisions on national prescriptions impacting class management. The Committee will clarify RRS87 rules and seek greater flexibility for youth eligibility in Olympic Classes.
The International Regulations Commission emphasised the need to monitor regulatory trends from major bodies like the IMO and ISO, noting increasing restrictions that may affect smaller vessels significantly. Reports were presented from the IMO Polar Seminar and relevant ISO meetings. Ongoing monitoring includes:
· ISO 12215-5 (scantlings and keel fatigue) as a focus.
· ISO 12402 (impact protection in PFDs), with opportunities for feedback.
Continuous review of the Recreational Craft Directive remains essential due to its broad impact beyond Europe. The European Boating Association's environmental guidance for GRP hull disposal was acknowledged. Despite a 3% drop in piracy overall, risk levels vary globally; updated yacht skipper guidance will be available online soon.
The Match Racing Committee reported increased interest in the Nations Cup, receiving five bids from three continents. Bidding for the 2027, 2028 and 2029 World Sailing Match Racing Youth and Women Championships opens by November 2025. The Blind Match Racing team surveyed the visually impaired sailing community about participation challenges. The Match Racing Committee advised developing a syllabus with the World Sailing Academy, World Match Racing Tour, and WIMRA to improve accessibility. Committee members will review the website and provide further recommendations before December's meeting.
The Team Racing Committee discussed upcoming events, including the 2026 Open Team Racing World Championship in Stockholm, Sweden, with the Notice of Race approved for imminent publication. Bid Guidelines are complete for the 2027 and 2028 editions of the event, and bids will be accepted until February 1. Rankings will be updated to include separate lists for Optimist, Dinghy, and Keelboat classes. The Committee also reviewed the development of a Team Racing landing page on the World Sailing website and plans to create mailing lists and press releases to promote the discipline and related resources.
The 2025 World Sailing Annual Conference continues tomorrow.
