2025 World Sailing Annual Conference 
Day 2 Daily Report

Day two of the 2025 World Sailing Annual Conference in Dun Laoghaire saw several meetings held with a focus on events, equipment, officiating and accessibility.
The Race Management Sub-Committee reviewed 2025 education activities, including event clinics, international seminars, and the National Race Officer Training Programme. They considered proposals for a development cohort and a Continuous Education Programme focused on Foiling. Updates on policy and manuals were received.
The committee discussed competition technology and its future impact on race management and completed reviews of first-time and renewal International Race Officer applications, forwarding recommendations to the Race Officials Committee for final decisions at Thursday's meeting.
The International Umpires Sub-Committee reviewed training and development options for international umpires, including advanced and technology-based education, and discussed creating a National Umpire Course. Reports on various racing manuals were received, with future updates and new manual development considered. The committee also examined competition technology’s effects on umpiring roles and reviewed this year’s International Umpire applications, preparing recommendations for the Race Officials Committee’s final decisions.
The Specialist Sailing Committee examined World Sailing Special Events, assessing their relevance to non-Olympic sailing and clarifying objectives and status. Committee members reviewed principles for developing technology in sailing, focusing on optimising racing delivery and broadcast, and emphasised the value of collecting comprehensive data beyond current systems to include the global sailing community, both racing and recreational.
Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Committee noted that key decisions are now being decided by the International Olympic Committee and presented a series of Working Group updates.
This was followed by the Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Forum which featured a Race Officials report, an update on the 2x25 Strategic Review by The Magenta Project, and presentation of a video about Francesca Clapcich produced by the Transat Café L’Or.
The forum also presented a Paralympic Reinstatement bid update, case study on Para Sailing by the Italian Sailing Federation and then panel discussion with Jazz Tuner, Dani Pich and Hannah Stodel.
The Youth Events Committee discussed how World Sailing can support the Youth Sailing World Championships through best practices, creative ideas, and sponsorship rights. The group evaluated event standards and feedback methods for sailors and coaches. They also analysed participation data from the past 12 years to assess class involvement, growth in emerging nations, and future development opportunities.
The Equipment Rules Sub-Committee covered several key topics, including the decision to hold an in-person meeting to revise the Equipment Rules of Sailing for World Sailing's 2029 publication.
The committee discussed integrating ISO 12402 minimum requirements for sailing impact vests and highlighted the need to understand specific class requirements, while the Office presented plans to appoint an exclusive helmet supplier for LA2028, aiming to improve athlete identification, standardise rules, ensure compliance, and guarantee safety with certified, camera-ready helmets. Recognising a need for standardised rules around safety equipment, the committee will work with relevant commissions to update class rules concerning high visibility helmets.

An updated class rules change procedure was approved, reflecting RRS87 provisions for event-based changes. The committee will propose regulatory updates on how Class Rules Interpretations are managed and approved. Proposals will also address amending Policy D5 to handle confidential building specification changes. Updating the Standard Class Rules Template is also seen as a priority.

The Board decided to retain the class status of Dart 18, Melges 32, Micro Cupper, 505, Fireball, Tasar, suspend the class status of the IKA Open Class, Windsurfer Class, and withdraw class status of Melges 20, X-35, B14, RS500.

The General Assembly is recommended to approve pending agreements and new applications for X-15 Class, Formula Wing Class, RS Venture Connect, 11-meter One Design, and VX One Class. The WASZP class has updated its constitution to pursue World Sailing status.

The executive presented the technical auditor proposal for enhanced equipment control and noted positive feedback and standardisation needs from recent audits (2025: Chubanga, Levitaz). Future audits are scheduled for 2026, with increased executive involvement at events. Confidentiality of proprietary knowledge and suggestions for load limits and material restrictions were highlighted.

Updates to the In-House Certification Programme include a quarterly reporting form for sailmakers, UMS adoption for ORC/IRC since May 2025, and recent audits in Hong Kong, Italy, and Sri Lanka. Plans are underway to relaunch the IHC program in the USA, including upcoming audits and training in 2026.
The Safety Commission emphasised the importance of improving safety culture in the sailing community through education and awareness, reviewed draft guidelines for high-speed craft events and marine megafauna, and discussed incident reporting issues from the past year. They proposed updates to the Safety Policy and encouraged greater collaboration between committees. The Commission is also considering developing materials for the World Sailing Academy.
The 2025 World Sailing Annual Conference continues on Wednesday.
